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cannot be tolerated. We cannot secure this
nation without securing its borders.

———

IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF
ALEX HUMEL McCANN

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 15, 2005

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the life of Alex Humel McCann,
cherished son, brother, grandson, cousin,
nephew and friend to many, whose unex-
pected passing has saddened our entire com-
munity. Although he will be greatly missed,
Alex’s young life had a profound impact upon
the lives of countless individuals, in Cleveland,
Ohio and around the world, and his inner light
will shine on forever.

When Alex was in kindergarten, he jour-
neyed with his parents and brothers to Bot-
swana, Africa, to participate in a three-year
mission with Habitat for Humanity Inter-
national. In his 17 young years, Alex traveled
to 17 countries and 5 continents. With an
open heart, Alex absorbed the colorful offer-
ings of every new culture and developed a
profound sensitivity to human injustices and
struggles that exist around the world.

An independent thinker and adventurous
soul, Alex’s passion and joy for life paralleled
his passion for helping others. As a student at
St. Edward High School, Alex was an active
member with the Council on Human Relations,
the Free Thought Society and his most cher-
ished activity, the St. Edward Wilderness Re-
treat Program. His diagnosis of epilepsy at
age thirteen did not lessen his enthusiasm and
energy for living. He was an avid cyclist, golf-
er, hiker, and camper. He was a talented
young actor who graced the stages of the
Beck Center, St. Ed’s and St. Joseph Acad-
emy. His energy and talent were consistently
matched by his unique sense of humor, quick
smile and kind heart.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in honor and remembrance of Alex Humel
McCann. | extend my deepest condolences to
his mother and father, Joyce Humel and Mi-
chael McCann; his brothers, Nick and Aaron;
his extended family members and many
friends. Alex Humel McCann’s young life re-
flected limitless joy and love and he will live
forever in the hearts and memories of those
who loved him most—his family and friends—
from Cleveland, Ohio to Botswana, Africa, and
he will never be forgotten.

HONORING  RETIRING CONCORD
TOWN SUPERVISOR MARK
STEFFAN

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 15, 2005

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor a man whose years of service, both as
a councilman, and for the last four years as
Supervisor of the town of Concord, have
served his town admirably. Today, | want to
honor retiring Concord Town Supervisor Mark
Steffan.
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Mark Steffan is someone who loved his
town with every fiber of his being. A success-
ful businessman, Mark was elected to the
Concord Town Board and his recent service
as Supervisor has come at a time when more
people in Erie County and Western New York
look to the town of Concord and its incor-
porated village of Springville as an outstanding
place to live, work and raise a family. It is that
way because of the dedicated service of pub-
lic officials like Mark Steffan.

Mark Steffan and his family are moving on
with a planned move out of Western New
York. | want to take this opportunity, Mr.
Speaker, to commend Mark Steffan for his
service to the residents and the taxpayers of
the town of Concord, and remind him that
local residents are better for the service he
provided to town government.

————

HONORING THE MEMORY OF MR.
VICTOR A. MCSWAIN

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 15, 2005

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, the city of Mo-
bile and indeed the entire state of Alabama re-
cently lost a dear friend, and | rise today to
honor him and pay tribute to his memory.

Mr. Victor A. McSwain was a devoted family
man and dedicated community leader through-
out his life.

Mr. McSwain began his 44 year career with
the city of Mobile in his late teens. After serv-
ing in various positions, he worked his way up
to the position of traffic engineer—a position
he held for 17 years before becoming Mobile’s
director of transportation. Mr. McSwain worked
for the city while obtaining two college de-
grees—a bachelor's degree in civil engineer-
ing from the University of South Alabama and
a master's degree in civil engineering from
Penn State University.

In the midst of his intense professional
schedule, Mr. McSwain also found time to
serve in many community organizations. He
served on both the city’s Planning Commis-
sion and the Metropolitan Planning Organiza-
tion. Mr. McSwain was a past president of the
University of South Alabama Alumni Associa-
tion, the Crichton Optimist Club, and the Order
of the Inca, a local Mardi Gras Society.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in remembering a dedicated community leader
and friend to many throughout south Alabama.
Mr. McSwain will be deeply missed by his
family—his wife of 42 years, Barbara
McSwain; his children, Angel Odom and
Yvette Jones; and four grandchildren, Justin
and Kyle Odom and Kelsey and Melody
Jones—as well as the countless friends he
leaves behind. Our thoughts and prayers are
with them all at this difficult time.

TRIBUTE TO DORA BAKOYANNIS
HON. MICHAEL BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, December 15, 2005

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Dora Bakoyannis, Mayor of Ath-
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ens, Greece, who was chosen to receive the
2005 World Mayor Award. This recognition is
part of the World Mayor Project, which aims to
bring greater attention to mayors who have
well served their own communities as well as
other national and international cities.

The World Mayor Project was launched in
January of 2004 by City Mayors, an internet
based platform designed to raise awareness
about issues facing the world’s cities. City
Mayors was created by a group of economists
and journalists from Europe, the Americas and
Asia in April of 2003. From January to October
of 2005, over 87,000 people worldwide voted
in the annual internet based. World Mayor
contest.

After being elected in 2003, Mayor
Bakoyannis had the great challenge of pre-
paring the historic city of Athens to host the
2004 summer Olympic Games. Due to her
outstanding leadership, Athens rose magnifi-
cently to the challenge and demonstrated the
pride and honor that comes with hosting the
biggest sporting event in the world.

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me
in recognizing Dora Bakoyannis whose work
has not only brought physical transformation
to Athens, but also a renewed sense of na-
tional pride for her citizens which reflects true
leadership. We wish her continued success as
she works to enhance the quality of life for all
Athenians.

————

INTRODUCTION OF A RESOLUTION
URGING THE OBSERVANCE OF
GLOBAL FAMILY DAY OF PEACE
AND SHARING

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 15, 2005

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
introduce a resolution calling for the observ-
ance of Global Family Day, One Day of Peace
and Sharing.

Everyone in this body is concerned with
finding a way to achieve peace. Peace in Iraq,
peace in every corner of the world. Many of us
have widely divergent views about how to
achieve that peace—but | am confident—we
all want peace.

We all have families back home who are
longing for peace in the world and an end to
the suffering caused by poverty, disease and
hunger. Our friends, our neighbors, our par-
ents and our children, all are hoping that this
holiday season can bring more understanding,
more generosity, more genuine friendship and
caring among people of all faiths and cultures.

Perhaps we can’t agree on military strate-
gies, or budgets. Perhaps we will remain at
odds on many matters when we come back
after the holiday recess. But there’s one mat-
ter on which the Congress agreed in 2000 and
which | believe a unanimous Congress can
agree upon now.

Mr. Speaker, | am today introducing a con-
current resolution which calls upon all Ameri-
cans to observe Global Family Day, One Day
of Peace and Sharing every January 1st. It
asks that we use the first day of every year as
a time to reach out to others in the spirit of
peace, to share a meal, to help the needy at
home and around the world.

This is a matter that once agreed on by
Congress, can lead to greater understanding
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